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SHORT VIEW 



OF- THE 



State of AFFAIRS, 



With Relation to 



Great Britain, &c. 





^§2S?S!$ Pamphlet having been lately publifhedi 
^$!& by Mr. &uckley y inthlcd, A Treaty of 
A '»X Peace, Union, Friend/hip and mutual 
^•^s^^ Defence between the Crowns of Great 
^^"^ Britain, France and Spain, &)c. it cannot. 
Be improper not unfeafonable to take a ihort View 
of the State of Affairs, with Relation to Great 
Britain for fome Tears paft^nd the Profped, whicft 
(his Treaty gives us jor the Time to come; t x 

In the Year 17245 his late Majcftjr was pteafed 
to aflure us, from the Throne^ that We had. 
Peace with All Powers Abroad ; and we werey 
in particular,fo far from having any Contefis or Di£ 
putes with the Emperor and the King of Spairi, as to* 
all outward Appearance at that Time,thatWe were 
ynade Mediators between them', at thp Cbngrefi. 
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of Cambray, in Conjunction with Trance • btit im-» 
mediately alter this, the Face of Affairs was in- 
tirely changed, by the Concluiion of the Treaty 
of Vienna; which gave our Mini flers fuch dreadful 
Appreheniions of lomc fecret Deftgns againlt the 
Intereft of Great Britain, that it induced them 
to prcjed: a Counter Alliance, called the Hanovet 
Treaty, to oppofe the Machinations of thefc new 
Allies and prevent the Execution of their Schemes. 

The lecret Motives to this fudden, unaccoun- 
table and formidable Union ( as it was ftilcd in the 
Enquiry ) between the Courts of Vienna and Ma- 
drid was canvafied very largely, . lafl Winter, by 
the Gentlemen concerned in the Craftfman and hb 
Opponents; and I think it *v*3 demonftratively 
proved, by the former, that the finding back the 
Infanta was the immediate Caufe, with Relation 
to France, which threw the King of Spain into the 
Arms of the Emperor ; and that our Rejufal to 
accept of the fole Mediation, upon this Occurrence, 
out ot Complaifance to our good Allies the 
French, was one accefjbry Caufe of it ; as another 
might be our Refufal to deliver up the Fortrefs 
of Gibraltar into the Hands of. the Spaniards, in 
Purfuancc of a pofnive Engagement, as they pre- 
tended, and a Promife, founded on a Letter 
from his late Majefty to the King of Spain* which 
hath been fincc fully explained to the World. 

The Emperor might likewife have fome pri- 
vate Reafons for accepting this Offer from Spain, 
befides thofe advantageous. Terms, which were pro- 
pofed to Him, and have been fo much exaggerated* 

But whatever might be the fecret Springs of t hi £ 
Allyance f the open and profefs'd Motives to the Pro* 
jedt of the Treaty of Hanover, were the fecret Ar- 
ticlesy which the Treaty of Vienna w r as faid to con- 
lain j and thefc indeed wore the only reafonabte and 

jujiifabl* 
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jujfifivble Motives* which could engage our Mini- 
fiersiwxv, for & meet Union between the Emperbt 
and Spain was not, of itfelf^ of fo formidable a Na- 
ture, as it hath been reprefented. They might have 
concluded a Treaty of Peace, or Commerce or ;////- 
tual Defence, as all Nations have a Right to do, 
without giving any reafonable Ground of Refeutment 
or Apprehenjion. Nay Wc might have fafely ao 
ceded to fucb a Treaty, as We were invited to da 
But it was the fecret, offenjive Treaty, which raifed 
our Indignation, alarmed our Fears,and put us up- 
on our Guard. For this Reafon the Author of the 
Enquiry employed all his Strength to prove that 
there really was fuch a fecret Treaty • and He fcem'd 
to be as politive as if He had been prefent at the 
ftgning of it, that the following Articles were con- 
tained in it, viz. ift, That the King of Spain had 
entered into an Engagement to fupport his Impe- 
fial Majejly by Force of Arms, in carrying on a 
Trade tromOJlend to the Ea/l-Indies,\n Violation of 
Treaties,as it was alledged • and had given him greater 
Privileges of Trade in the Wejl~bidies than to the 
Engltjh. idly, That his Imperial Majcfiy had ta- 
ken a like Engagement to aflifl: the King of Spain 
in endeavouring to wreft Gibraltar out of out 
Hands. $dly, That they had Both jointly enga- 
ged to make an Attempt in Favour of the Preteu* 
der, and to fet Him upon the Throne of Great Bri* 
tain. qthly, That a Marriage was agrped upon be* 
tween the Infant Don Carlos and the eldejl Caroline 
Arch-Dut chefs, which threaten d Europe with »#;/- 
wrtal Monarchy. 

Thele were the fecret Engagements, which gave 
Occaiion to the Treaty of Hanover, and upon which 
the Expediency of it and the Condu6fc v of our Mi« 
tiifters hath becft juftified both within Doers and 
without* 

Indeed 
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Indeed this Jicret j offinjhe Treaty ahd thcJr- 
tides, fuppofeel to be contained in it, were immedi- 
ately and very ftrenuoufly denied by r the contra&ing 
Parties in the Treaty of Vienna ; particularly -That 
of endeavouring to fet the Pretender on the Britifh 
Throne } which the Emperor ordered his Mlnifter 
to declare, upon his Imperial Word, to be intirely 
without Foundation^ but the Emperor is a Papifti 
as the Author of the Enquiry very juftly observed ; 
and therefore his Word could not be of equal Vali- 
dity with the learned Arguments of a good, Prote- 
Jfant Writer, or the folemn Aifevcration of a Prote- 
Jlant Mtnifteu I fpeak this with all due Deference 
to our French Allies: who, though Papifts in Prin- 
ciple, have been found to be thoroughly Protejlant 
in their Praftices. 

It muft be confeflcd Hkcwife that whatever might 
be the Engagements of this fecret, offcujfae Treaty, 
(which was never yet brought to Light) there does 
not fcem to be the leaft Proof (I mean, beiidesthe 
Arguments and Affeverations betorc-mentioned) that 
the Empercr gave his Qztholick Afaje/fy any Affift- 
ance, during the Siege oiGibrattar; or that his G/- 
tholick Alijjjiy, on the other Hand, fupported the 
Emperor in his Projcdfc for carrying on a Trade 
from Offend • or gave Him any Privileges of Com- 
merce in the Jff/?-///<//V^fuperiour to what had been 
granted to the Engli/h ; or that there ever was any 
JDciign of a Marriage between Don Carlos and the* 
eldejl ArchdnUhefs ^oiJuftria — But thefe are Poftti- 
lata, which We are obliged and every gdod Engli(fa 
wan will be ready to grant for the juftificatioei of 
ttofe wife and Jfeady Meafures, which our Miuifters 
have fo glorioufly purfucd, for feveral Years palL 

Great Pains have been taken on both Sides to' 
throw the Occalion of our late unhappy Diftur-* 
kiHecs upon each other.- The tfandeflint Maunefy 
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ia which the Defen/ive Treaty of Vienna was car^ 
ricd on, without communicating it to the Couff. 
of Great Britain, was made a principal Argu- 
ment, in the Enquiry, that there muft be afecret, 
jfjeiijive Treaty. On the other Hand, the Impe- 
rtalijis have endeavoured to throw the Odium 
back upon us; and alledg'd, in their Excufe for 
this private Way of Treating, that We gave the 
firji Umbrage and fet them an Example for it, 
by concluding & private Treaty at Madrid, whilii 
We were under the Circumftances of Mediators 

between that Court and Vienna But This alio 

is a very nice and curious Queftion, which I fhall 
pot take upon me to determine. 

Without enquiring therefore any farther into 

the Grounds and Reafons of thefe two great Alii* 

<ances, let us confider what have been the Con~ 

fequences of them ; and here I think, there can 

be no Room for Difpute; fince whatever might 

be the Motives to the Treaty of Vienna or the 

fecnt fyefigns of it, the Conclusion of a Treaty 

with Fiance, in oppofition to it, was certainly 

the Occafion of widening our Differences with 

Spain and engaged us in thofe Meafures (both 

Hofiile and Pacifick) which have been fince 

taken. 

Tloree large Squadrons of Ships of War were 
immediately equipp'd, at a vaft Expence, and fent 
into the galtick, the Mediterranean and the Weft 
Indies. The Commander of the luft had ever 
memorable Orders to lie before Portobello, and block 
up the Galleons which were then coming Home, and 
even to ufe Perfuajhe Force,in order to poflefs him- 
felf not only oiT'hern, but Ukewife of the Flotilla^ 
which lay at la Vera Cruz, fome thoufand Miles 
off; but the Spaniards not feeing fo complaifant as 
to put tfemfeh$s in his Power % He continued 

upon 
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jipon that unwholefome Station 'till his Ships 
were almoft deftro)'d by the WORM, his 
Proviiions fpent and his Men perifh'd, by Thou- 
sands, in the moft, miferable Manner. Nor was 
T'his all The King of Spain looked upon this 
Procedure as an Ail of Hcjlility and refented it 
accordingly, by laying a vigorous Siege to Gib- 
raltar*, and it hath been made a Doubt whether 
our Allies did not view it in the fame Light ^ 
for though it was ftipulated, in the Treaty of 
Hanover, that the contracting Parties fhould ai- 
fift and fupport each other, in Cafe their Do- 
minions were attacttd; though We had frequent 
Afliirances given us, by a certain Gefrtleman, that 
the French* would make- the Siege of Gibraltar 
a Cafus Foederis y and were ready to march a large 
.Army into RouJJilkn, to divert that Defign or 
oblige the Spaniards to raiie it ; yet, I fay, nor- 
thing of all this was done. The Siege continued 
feveral Months; and as the Emperor did ijot 
aflift the King of Sppin, in carrying it on, as the 
Author of the Enquiry told us he had engaged 
to do; fb neither did the Court of France move 
a Man to our Affiftance in the Defence of it, as 
one of the Patrons of the Enquiry allured us they 
would; but they obferved an exa<5t Neutrality^ 
at moji, and fat unconcerned Spe&ators of ou^ 
Danger and Expence. 

I cannot forbear obferving, in this Place, that 
though thefe extraordinary, naval Armaments and 
Expeditions were look'd upon as Hojlilities by the 
Spaniards and produced a Return of Hojlilities 
upon Us*, yet they did not anfwer "the End, 
which farther HoJUHties would very probably have 
done; and at the fame Time gave 1 our Allies 
an Opportunity of wi^holding their A[ftftance r 
t>y opening a Dtfpute whether we were not the- 
^ • ., jigrejfors* 
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Aggrefors; for in that Cafe, they were not obliged 
to aifift us, by Virtue of an Alliance, which was 
Defenjive only. Thus we had the Misfortune to 
do enough to provoke the Spaniards to Hqftili- 
ties, but not enough to bring tbem to a Com- 
pliance with our Terms. 

Our Land Forces were confiderably augmented 
upon die lame Account. Our Taxes were of 
Confequence incrcafed; ani our National Debts 
were io far from being reduced in fuch a De- 
gree, as they might otherwife have been, that 
inftead of difcharging a great Part of them 
which we could have done, we have been in- 
curring a large Debt, which we need not have 
done. 

. In the mean Time, our Trade deca/d in 
every Part of it, and dwindled away almoft to no- 
thing in fome of its moft beneficial Branches, our 
Manufactures declined, and our Merchants (attained 
infupportable Lofles ; their Ships being taken with- 
out Number in the Weji-Indies, the Ocean and 
even in our own Channel, having no Convoys to 
guard them, and no Letters of Reprizai granted 
to make thcmfelvcs Satisfa&ion. 

At length, Preliminaries were agreed upon for 
& general Pacification; which were iigned at 
Paris, on the 20th— 31ft of May, 1727, by the 
Miniftcrs Plenipotentiary of his Imperial Majeftyy- 
his Britannick Majefty, the moji Chrifiian King 
and the States General', and on the 2df-l3thof 
the next Month they were fign'd at Vienna by 
the Miniftef of his fiatbolick Majejiy^ that is, 
above Two Tears and an half ago. 

B By 
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By this Convention it was ftipulated that with- 
in tne Space of four Months alter thefe Articles 
vtctcjigned, a Congrefs ihould be opend, in which 
all the Rights and Prctenjions of the contracting 
Powers Ihould be cxamin'd, difcuis'd and deter- 
mined ; and that the fcveral Powers ihould earneft- 
ly injoin their refpedive Plenipotentiaries to avoid 
all Objlrticiions or EmbarraJJ?nents, which ' might 
in any Manner protratt or dijlurb the Congrefs. 

But the Preliminaries were no fooncr figned, 
than new Difficulties and Difputes were ftarteci 
concerning the Meaning oi them; particularly 
with regard to Thefe Articles, which afle&cd 
Great Britain*, fuch as the railing the [Siege, of 
Gibraltar and releaibg the Ship Prince Frederick, 
as well as the other Ships taken by the Spaniards. 
,Hjs Catbclick Majejiy inlifted that a meer Sufpev- 
jion of Arms, ilipulatcd by the Preliminaries, did 
not imply an aBual Raifing of the Siege '.; and ^that 
the Reftitution. of the Ship Prince Frederick was 
not. mentioned or included in them; whereas we 
demanded both, by Virtue of thofe Articles. The 
Court of Spain inlifted like wife on an Indulto of 
20 per Cent upon the Eiie&s of private Perfons y 
embark'd in the Flotilla, contrary to the 5th 
Preliminary Article, as it was. glledgcd' oa our 
Part. 



After thefe new Difputes had been agitated^ 
with great Warmth, for feveral Months, thev 
were adjufted by another Convention, negotiated 
by the Count de Rottembourg, Minifter of France 
at the Court of Spain and figriU at the Pard* 

orv 
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on March the 6th, 1728. By this Convention the 
Preliminaries were new mode? d and it was again 
agreed that all the refpetfive Pretenjions on each 
Side fcould be produced, debated and' derided in 
the Congrefs. Upon this the King of Spain agreed" 
to the Ratification of the Preliminaries • but this' 
was no fooner done than ftill other frejh } -DifficaU 
tits arofr, concerning the Orders, which were 
agreed on both Sides, to be fent to the Weft In- 
dies, in Purfuancc of this A6t of Ratification • but 
at length thefe Difficulties were likewife got over, 
for the Prcfcnt, and the Congrefs was open'd at 
Soifjbns on the 3^— 14th of June 1728, above eight 
Months after the 'Time that was ftipalatcd by the 
Preliminaries. 

It is nfeecflary to obferve here again that, du- 
' ring aft thefc Negotiations, We had no Miniftef, 
at the Court of Spain, but depended on the good 
Offices of M. Vandermeer and the Count de Rot- 
ttmbourg, who managed all our Affairs • and I 
have been told that one of them did not adfc his 
Part intircly to our Satisfaftion. 

However, this Point of the Congrefs being at 
l&ft obtained, after a tedious Cottrfe of Negotiation 
and Sollicitation, attended with various Schemes, 
Projcffs and Conventions, Wc had the ftrongeft Aflu- 
I'anccs given trs that our Affairs would be now 
brought to a fpe'edy and bappty J?commodatiorr,that 
Our Trade would be fecured, Ifor the future, on a 
Jtrm and folid Foundation ; tmt our unfortunate^ 
fuffering Merchants would receive ample Satisfact- 
ion for all their paft Lojfe s ; and that the Affair 1 
of Gibraltar and Portmahon, which had given us 
fa nwcl} Uncafinefs r would not* be fp much atmtn* 

- £ a tiomck 
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tfantd in the Congreft — But what was the Event ? 
The Plenipotentiaries affcmblcd in Form and hav- 
ing fpent five or fix Months in Ceremonies, and 
Compliments to Cardinal Fleury, as well as Enter- 
tainments) Balls, Hunting-M itches and other Di- 
wrfions, they broke up and returned to their re- 
fpc&ive Courts, without fettling any material Point 
towards the general Pacification, fo long promiicd 
and defircd. 

Indeed a ProjeA, call'd a Provifwnal Treaty^ 
Was concerted by the Allies of Hanover, and laid 
before the World laft Winter, with pompous 
Observations upon it ; in which the great Wit- 
dbm of that Scheme was explained and Hopes 
were given us that their Imperial and Catholick 
Majefiies would accede to it. But as this Project 
was far from giving a general Satisfa&ton at 
Home, fo neither was it ever accepted by Thofe 
Powers Abroad. On the contrary the main Buji- 
wefs of the Parliament was no iboner got over, 
than Affairs feemed again to be tending to a Rupture* 
The Conferences at Soiffbns continued fufpended^ 
and military Preparations were renewed in nioft 
Parts of Europe*, particularly at Spithead, where 
a powerful* united Fleet of Englifh and DuUh 
Ships of War afiembled together in a very formi- 
dable Figure, as if defigned for fomc great En-> 
terprize of the laft Importance: but having laii\ 
there at Anchor, for the whole oumrocr, in a very 
peaceable and hofpitabic Manner, for the Recep- 
tion and Entertainment of all Vifitors ( whofe Cu-* 
riofity to view fo fine a Sight arcw them thither 
from all Parts of the Kingdom ) they fcparated at 
laft, without committing one Aft of Hofiility, and 
returned in Safety to their refpedtive Harbours. 

The 
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The Continuance of this pacifick Armada at 
Spithead, for fo many Months together, hath gi- 
ven fome People an Handle to fuggeft that one 0jf 
our Allies hath received fbmc Aiiuranccs ofSatH- 
fa£ion for their extraordinary Expcnce on this 
Occalion ; and that our Military Genius was re- :' 
ftrained from any bojtile Exploits by the prevailing . 
Influence of the other. They go farther and air . 
ledge that the Dutch Squadron, which joki'd ours, . 
was not originally dcligned for that Service. They 
tell us, with great AfTurance, that they were equip- 
ped to prevent the Defigns of his Danifh Maje- 
ily, with Refpc& to the Altena Company ; and 
that That Affair being made eafy lor the Prefcnt, 
We prevail'd upon them, by our perfuajfoe Influ- 
ence, to make a Figure with us at Spit bead; but 
that thqy had no Orders to fail any farther, fop- 
poiing we had been in a fighting Humour, being 
neither viflualled nor other wife provided for any 
Expedition ; but I make no Doubt that thefe Suj*- 
g^ftions will be foon proved groundlcfs, in a pro- 
per Place, and that the Equipment and Difpofitiom 
of this Fleet will appear to be wife, prudent and 
netejfhry* 

. It hath been however ouf peculiar Misfortune 
that, during all this Time, whilft our Expencts 
• and Taxe s have run very high, our Commerce hath 
been gricyoufly interrupted iu its m&ft valuable 
Branches ; not. only by the continued Depredations 
of the Spaniards on our Merchants in the Wefi 
Indies t but Ukewife by a very ftrid Embargo, which 
it was thought expedient to lay, for <$vw T c jx> 
Months together, on all Ships bound from Jamaica 
and Virginia, on fome Apprchenfioos, as it is iaid, 
o£ a Defccnt from the Spaniards. I call this a 

peculiar 
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peculiar Misfortune to us y becaufe our Allies have 
not lain under the fame Difadvantages in their 
Tirade and the Confumption of their Manufactures ; 
but, on the contrary, have reap'd a very great 
Benefit from our Misfortunes ; efpecially the French ; 
who brought their Sugars, -Tobacco, and other 
American Commodities to a much better Market in 
Europe, by the Sejfraintj which was continued (6 
long on our Shipping in thofe Parts* 

But it will be asked, perhaps, why I dwelt fo 
long on this melancholy Side of our Cafe ; and do 
not rather congratulate my Countrymen on that 
happy Turn, which the Treaty, lately concluded, 
hath given to our Affairs? My Anfwer to this is , 
that I thought it neccfiary to take a fhort Review 
of our Affairs for fomc Tears back ; to confidcr 
how thefe Troubles were brought upon us ; what we 
have filtered by them-, and what kind of Treat- 
' merit we have already met with • in order to form 
a right Judgment on our prefent Condition and ou* 
fntitre Profyetf. 

I might alfb make a -Doubt whether the Treaty • 
( lately publilhed by Mr. Buckley ) is the genuine 
Treaty concluded at Seville, becaute it does not ap- 
pear to be publifhcd by Authority ; at leaft, whe- 
ther all the Articles are contained in it ; vrtiich, I 
cohfefe, fecms very improbable, for fevcral Rea-- 
fens> ^vhich I may hereafter mention* 

However, I will j#ift take a fliort View of it 
(as it is given us) and fee whether it contains alt • 
thofe good Things, which have been fo often pro— 
rpls'd and we have fo much Reafon to expe A after ' 
all our hiwy Ipjfts md $ntrawdin$ry Etftnces. 
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Such an Examination is the more neceflary at 
prefent, becaufc the Publication of this Treaty .was 
immediately follow'd, according to annual Cuftonty 
with ridiculous Obfervatioys upon it, calculated to 
impofe upon the World, by (training ft to a Senfc, 
which the Words will not bear, and could not 
pollibly be intended by the contrasting Parties. 

But before I examine thefc Obfervatiqns, I 
niuft beg Leave to make fome Remarks on the 
hiiroduftian to them. 

This Method of wiredrawing and refining Trea- 
ties, in oppofition to their natural Coujtru&ion at*I 
the true Deftgn of them, hath been too much 
practifed of late, for certain Parpofef, which are 
no Secrets to the World; And I confcfs that it 
hath always given me a ftrong Sufpicion of /#- 
ability, or bad Dejigns, when there is any Occafion 
for Explications and Refinements of this Nature ; 
for as plain Terms are always more ready than am- 
biguous and equivocal ones. They will always be 
preferred by Men of Under/landing and Integrity^ 
who will never fufler Themfclves to be imposed up- 
on, nor endeavour to impofc upon their Country by 
. Words, which arc liable to eternal Cavils and Dtp 
putes. 

Thefe annhcrfary Writers have often put me in. 
Mind of the French MoAntebank, mention'd by Mr. 
jiddifon, who had always a little Boy running before 
Him. through the Streets of. Paris, and crying v my 
Father cures all Sorts of Diftempers ; to which the 
Dotfor replied with a grave V oice, The Child fpcaks 
Truth — Charlatans in Politicks mult have their /<*- 

nies 
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tiies and Merry- Andrews as well as other G)uacks ; 
but as a certain great Dofior hath lent his Children 
before Him, without any Succels, for fbrae Years 
paft, He hath thought fit, at laft, to (peak for Him- 
/el/and be the 'Trumpeter of bis own Fame. 

If thefc Political Commentators could pcrfuade 
foreign Priiices to underftand Treaties in the Senfc, 
which They are pleaied to put upon them, it would 
be a Jreal Service to their Country ; but the Cafe is 
quite otherwife, and their Explanations have been 
hitherto conftantly difowned -by the Powers Abroad, 
as foon as They nave ferved the Purpofesfor which 
thev were intended at Home ; and this hath often had 
a amble HlEffiSl ; for as it give* us the Character of 
aw hard Trickflers in foreign Courts, fo it always 
makes us uneafy and diffident at home, when Wc 
find ourfelves difappokited and deluded into falfi 
Expectations* 

This is too eyident from what hath been obferved 
upon the Treaties and Conventions before-menticn'd ; 
and I wiih it may not be verified in the prefent Treaty 
and the Comment now before us • upon which I fhall 
take the Liberty of making fome Remarks, without 
being in the Ieaft afledfced with the Scurrility of the 
Author, who feems to have the Vanity to think 
that his infolent JRtfieBions and dogmatical A^ffertions 
will preclude all farther Examination, and deter o- 
thers from contradifting what He lays down, He 
might as well have faid, Pray, Gentlemen, read over 
thefe Articles and cmfefs what a glorious Peace I have 
prosured for yoti. It is fufficient, Qentlemen, that I 
fay it ; and if yon offer to be of another Opinion^ it 
is a plain Sign that you are m better than Jacobites 
and Papifts in your Hearts* 
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It feems yejy extraordinary that this Gentleman 
Jhould think proper to juftify this Tteaty, beford 
any Obje&ions had been publiihed againft it ; for 
though He is plcas'd to fay that feme People bate 
taken Pains to difcredif it± e^oen before they had 
feen it • I confefs I am at a Lofs to guefs whom He 
n^eans. I am lure thofe Writers, with whom He 
fcems to be to very angry, have ptirpofely do- 
dined any Animadverfions upon it, though they 
might perhaps have been apprized of ibme of the 
Articles j till it was publifhed by Authority ; and I 
hope a Man of his Importance would not conde* 
fcend to turn Pamphleteer and wafte fb much of 1 
his precious Time in anfwering the private Whi£ 
pers of Coffee-houfe Politicians. 

His great Officioufhefs therefore in having the 
jtrft Word and anfwering Objections, before they 
arc made, looks as if He was confeious to Him* 
felf that the Peace was not found at the Bottom, 
and flood in need of fome Explanation to fupport 
it. But how hath He attempted to vindicate it ? 
Why, by celebrating his own excellent ObndaB and 
abunng fome particular Gentlemen, whom He id 
^ pleafed not to like, in fo licentious a Manner, that 
nothing can add to his Vanity and Infolence, but 
endeavouring, by his Intereff in any Place, or /in 
any Manner, to prohibit the fame Freedom of 
tvriting on the other Side. 

I hope that He will have fb much Mcdeftv aC 
feaft, as not to make any fuch Attempt after wis ; 
and I think it a very feafonable Opportunity to 
put the World in mind of the great Ufefulnos or 
the Liberty of the Prefs ; for if any Refttaint 
jhould be bid upon it, by his Means, (and I bo- 

C #«* 
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licvo no other Man will ever attempt it) they can-* 
not cxped any Accounts of political Affairs, of 
any Kind whatsoever, beiides fuch partial and . 
fiandalous Glojfes as that, which is now before 
us. 

The Obfcrver fcems very unhappy, at his firft 
letting out, in the Defcription he gives of tbofe 
Me tiy who, as he fuppofes, will find Fault with this . 
Treaty* He tells us they are like tbofe Wretches 
that live upon dangerous Coafts, whofe Profit arifes 
front Wrecks : who fubjijt by the Misfortunes and 
Calamities of his Fellow Creatures ; and whofe 
Affliction is consequently an happy Prefage of Calm 
and Serenity. I fay this Deicription does not 
fccm to fuit Thofe, to whom he applies it, Co well 
as it does a great, overgrown, wicked Minifier y 
who hath enrich'd himfelf by the Spoils of a Na- 
tion • whofe Power fubfifts \>y the Misfortunes and 
Calamities of his Fellow oubje&s ; and whofe 
Downfal would confequently be an happy Omen 
©f the Profperity of his Country* 

He infinuates, afterwards, that the Arguments. 
of thefe wicked Men, his Oppofers, have made no 
fmall Impreffion at the Court of Madrid. How 
flrange and, at the fame Time, how melancholy a 
Confideration is it, that fuch a mean, inconjide— 
rable and defpicable Fatfion, as They have been often 
reprefcnted, ihould have any Influence in foreign* 
Courts, or be able to give the Icaft ObftrucSoon to 
Hsfn and his Officiates in their wifi and notable Ne** 
gpti'atiens? 

- • 

He is likewife. full of his ApprehcnfTons that the* 
Suggejtions of this fame mean and inconjiderable Co— 

haM 
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bal will have fome Influence on the Counleb of 
Vienna) and fays We may rnoft certainly expeft that 
They will now apply their whole Skill and Invention 
to find out fuch Reafons as may bejt ferae to divert his 
Imperial Mz\c&yfrom becoming a Party to tbefe En- 
gagements. . 

Now, in my humble Opinion, this Work: is al- 
• ready done to their Hands by the Obferver Hin>- 
•felf^ who hath furnifh'd his Imperial Majejly, in this 
very Pamphlet, with ample Reafons for not acceding 
■ to the- Treaty, as I ihall prefendy fhew ; and, ia'tfee 
mean Time, T will leave the Reader to judge whe- 
ther charging fo great a Prince with Ingratitude and 
. Breach of Faith (as this Writer does by a veryftrong 
Implication) is the fiioft probable Method of nu- 
king Him bur Friend. T 

He cannot forget furely how fuch Ufage, from 
Him and his Creatures, upon all Occafiohs, was 
relented at Vienna fome Xears ago. Nay, He 

: feem'd to be fenfible of it laft Winter, and began to. 
fcften his Language towards that Court \ and be- 
ftow'd the fame Kind of Rhetorick on their Catho- 
lick Majejlies j but now, it feems, Things have, tap 
ken atwtber Turn, % by his wife and fleady Meafures y 

V and the Emperor muft fubmit to- be abufed, in the 
fame Manner, ag^io. : 

But to return — The Reafons of his Apprehca. 

fioxis that this little, powerful Cabal of his Adnxrfa* 
1 tits will ufe all their Intereft at the Court of f7» 
'~tnna to divert his imperial Maiefiy from acceding 

to the Treaty, art" contained in the following Words* 
v*. It cannot certainly be expeEted that the lame Perfons 
m ^ho were Jo much alarmed at the Negotiatioo$ % . and 



apprehended ft many ill Conferences to tfbemfehxs 
prom the Conclufton of a Proyillonal Treaty, Jtould 
Jbew left Concern and Difappointment upon the News 
. of a fdid and laftipg Peace ; or Jhould be left alert 
and aflive in their Endeavours to prevent its becom- 
ing general 

This is equally eandid with that Charafter,whigh 
He gives of thofe Pcrfons y m the preceding Pages, 
and equally probable with the reft of his Confequ$&» 
ces. How folid and lajling this Peace is like to be, 
We may judge fronj his own Obftrvations on the 
chief Articles of it; but I muft firft take Notice that 
Thofe PcrJbnSy who cannot poflibly reap any Advan- 
tage from the higjhefi Taxes, mull be very fond, of 
parting with their Mondy, it They are lefs defirous 
of feeing them diminijh 9 d y by a folia and lofting Peace y 
than feme other Pefjotfs, who fjiay heap up farther 
Riches by tfcem, 

I am welt appriz'd, from pafi Experience^ that 
even expofing (he vile Sophiftry of this Pamphlet 
may be called fumifhing the Emperor with 
Arguments againft acceding to the. Treaty and **?- 

. jfkawutipg to prevent its faconfing general Ta this 
J ihjril only reply, once for all, that it is a Toptck 
ivhieh may be equally urged, at any Time> agaiaft 
sny bad Meafures or wicked Minivers • whatfbeverj 
aad therefore J am lure that the fenfible Part of the 
\Vprid (who dp not hold an implicit Faith ip Adi* 

. pijltrsj will lav no Manner Qf Strefs upon it, let it 
\k repeated aqd ecchoed back upon us never fo o£< 

. jep py patiglytyf bis Gentleman and his jtfociates^ 

Having made our Way thus fer through thc.JSf U 
.• Iwgfgrtf %bbiih pf fci? Introduction, Wc come to 
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the Suhftance and Marrow of his Book ; and heifc, 
perhaps, it will befaidthatHc does not fight againft 
the Air \ fince He begins his Observations with tak- 
ing Notice offoniefalfe lnjtnuotions y ivbicb thefe lame 
wicked Pertons have already let fall with Re- 
gard to this Treaty, which they could net, (ays 
Hcj at that Time hone pofpbly feen and of the 
Contents of which they would perfuade ut, that 
the Dire<9tors of a Company, extremely interejled 
in the Confequences 0/this Treaty, were equally ig- 
norant ^ though thofi Dire&ors had feen and ap- 
proved them. 

Can any Thing be more ridiculous than this 
Paragraph, which carries along with it £ full 
Anfwer to the Charge it contains? For who 
could poffibly apprehend that thefe JDire&ors bad 
feen the Contents of the Treaty ', at that Time \ or 
were not equally ignorant of them with all other 
jLngli/btyen y who are equally interejled, at leaft, in 
the Confequences of it ? Who could imagine (till 
this worthy Gentleman was pleafed to inform us of N 
it) that the Managers of a monied Corporation ihoutd 
be more favoured than all the reft of his Majeft/s 
Xandedmd Trading Subje&s^ or even than thewhokf 
jkxly of the Proprietors of this Company itfelf in 
inboji Nam They exprefled their Approbation ot it ? 

We all know in what Manner fuch Things are 
often carried ; and if it fhould appear that this Ob- 
fequioufnefs to Minifterial Purposes was drawn from 
fihem by the indirect Methods of any of their Afo- 
nagers, without having the fame Knowledge, com* 
municated to them, We hope They will fhew their 
J&efentment of it at the enfuing Ekdion of Direct 

fW$ } gp4 w% ftfie? tfccfHfcly cs to be fed by any 
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Men? who make a Property of them upon every 
Occafion. 

It bath likewife been hinted, quoth the Obferver, 
that the fecuring of the Succejjton of Don Carlos in 
It^Iy, by Spaniih 4 Garrifons ( which makes one of 
the principal Stipulations of the new Treaty ) rs a 
Step that may prove dangerous to the Peace of Eu- 
rope ; and that the Ertiperor, in particular is ob- 
liged in Intereft to prevent its taking Effect. 

v 4 

s 

In the firft Place, I appeal to the World who 
were the firfl that not only hinted but expatiated 
very largely oa the Dangtr y which Europe had 
Reafon to apprehend from the Prdfpedl^ and grow- 
ing Grandeur of Don Carlos? Did not the Author 
. of the Enquiry begin it three Tears ago* and was 
,/it not very ftrehuoufly iniifted upon lalt Wintdr, 
by this very Writer himfelf and, his Advocates, 
. that this Succeflio'v, i?pon any Terms, was ab- 
foiiitely contrary to the Interejt of all Europe and 

Earticularly to that of Great Britain ? But fincc 
c hath now thought fit to alter bis* Note, for 
wife and fieady Reafons, fo far as even to aifirm 
that inftead of being contrary to the Interefis of 
all Europe, there can be no folid Objection made 
to it y and fince the Slice effion of Don Carlos in 
Italy is made one' of the principal Stipulations 
. in . the ye® Treaty^ ( as Jle, for once, . very jufily 
pbferves ) I will give this Aflair a particular Ex* 
^mioatiQa 

I , fhatt pot fay any Thing, in this Place, con* 

cerning the Equity of diipoiing of Dominions, to 

. which we cannot pretend any fort of Right j be» 

faufe it may feerq ridiculous tg turn MoraM and 

■■■•■■■■■ Sifcufr 
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difcufs a Point of Cafuiftry, where Politicks are 
concerned. 

. Befides, the Obferver hath told us that whatever 
Obje&ion$ might be made to this SucceJJion^ it is 
already confented to and tftablifbed by the Qua- 
druple Alliance • though it it mould be allowed to 
be bad. it fel£> I do not fee how this will mend it, 
or that one falfe Step is any Juftification of ano- 
ther ; especially if it could ut avoided ; and I 
ihall leave it to this nice Dijlinguifher to 1 hew any 
Eleafon why we could not depart from one Point 
of the Quadruple Alliance as well as. another* or 
whether indeed the whole of it is not vacated, by 
this Contravention ; efpecially as far as it relates to 
Von Carlos, and the Emperor* 

However, I will confider this Affair in a politi- 
cal View only and as it relates to the Quadruple 
Allyance • by which it was ftipulated that the 
Dutchies of Titfcany, Parma and Placentia, in 
Cafe the prefent Dukes fhould dye without IJfae 
Male, fliould defcend to the eldejl Son of her Ca- 
tholick Majefiy and his Heirs Male. It was like- 
\vife ftipulated by that Treaty that thofe Domi- 
nions fhould never be in the Poflcffion of any 
Prince, who fliall at the fame time be JC of Spab ; 
that no King of Spain fliall ever take upon Him- 
fctf the Guardian/hip of fuch Prince ; and farther 
thatj during the Lives of the prefent Poffefjbrs of 
thofe Dominions, neither the Emperor* the King of 
France, the King of Spain, or the rrince, before 
nominated to that Succeffion, ihall be permitted to 
introduce any Troops of their own Nation, or 
Of any other Nation in their Pay, into thofe Do* 
minions } nor to put any Garrifona into any of the 

Towns* 
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Towns j Ports , Citadels or Fortreffes belonging to 
them ; but that for fecuringthis eventual Succe{fiofi y 
xvpoti the Demife of the prefent Pojjeffbrs, the 
principal Places of thofe Dominions fhould be gar- 
rifon'd with a Body of Swifs Farces, not exceed- 
ing fix thottfand Men, to be paid by Germany y 
France and Great Britain in equal Proportions; 
or that if the Swifs Cantons could not conve- 
niently raife fuch a Number of Troops foon ©• 
riough for that Service, His Britannick Majefy 
was to furnifh them, with the Confent of the 
other contra&ing Parties, till the Swifs Troops 
could be raifed and take Pofleffion of thoft Places 

Whereas it is ffipulated by the prefent Treaty 
7*bat the introducing of Garrifons into the Places 
of Leghorn, Porto-ferraio, Parma and Placentia, 
to the Number of fix tboufand Men of bis Ca- 
tholick Majesty's Troops, and in his Pay* 
(ball be effectuated without Loss of Txmi* 

The Obferver fpends feveral Pages in juffifying 
this Stipulation in Favour of Don Corks, and 
pronounces the Court of Vienna to be very ill 
adwifedy and very unjuft or unreasonable, if they 
refufe to accede to the Treaty of Seville on Ac* 
count of t bis Variation from the Quadruple jflli- 
ance, by the Introduction of Spanifh, inftead of 
Swifs Garrifons, into the fortified Places of fifi* 
cany and Parma. 

.Though I am not one of T'boje, whom ovt 
great Author hath reprcfented fo averfe to the 
general Tranquility of Europe as to fuggeft Ar- 
guments, which may prevent its taking Efle&; 
jet I mull beg Leave to exprcT* toy own Ap- 
pro- 
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ApprehenGons, that his Imperial M'ajefty may 
think it fomewhat derogatory to his Honour, to 
permit the Succeflion to fo considerable a Fief of 
the Empire, to be difpofed of, not only without 
his Confent, and, in the Manner of it, contrary 
to a folemn treaty, of which he was a principal 
Tarty $ but likewife with an Air of ^Triumph over 
him, and, as an Expedient to diflblve an Alliance 
which hath been reprefented fo advantageous to 
him. 

His fuffering himfelf to be difunited from fo 
heneficial an Alliance, rather than come into this 
Projeft, is likewife an Argument to me, that he 
thought it contrary to his Intereft. 

But as this Introduction of Spanijb droops is 
to be effectuated without Lofs of*time, let 
us confider how far this Variation from the %*- 
druple Alliance may affed Great Britain, and the 
general tranquillity of Europe, propofed to be 
eftablifted by this treaty. 

I think it is allowed by this Writer and his 
Advocates, as well as others, that our prefent 
Circumftances require a fpeedy and folid Peaces 
but I am afraid it will be found, that this Varia- 
tion is very far from tending to facilitate that 
good End $ for however averle the prefent Dukes 
cf Tufcany and Parma, and all the Italian Princes, 
might be to have their Dominions difpofed of 
in this Manner, even after their Death ; yet they 
might, perhaps, think fit quietly to fubmit to it, 
upon the Terms of the Quadruple Alliance, when 
they ' faw all the chief Powers of Europe concur- 
ring in a Refolution to that Purpofe ; but when 
thefe tterms are varied from Neutral to Spanijb 
Troops, contrary to the Inclination of one of the 
contra&ing Parties, they will certainly endeavour 
to oppofe it i and I confefs this Variation does 

D not 
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not feem immaterial to Them, for the following 
Reafons ; 

firft, The prefent Dukes might think their 
Perfons to be fafer, whilft their Towns were 
garrifon'd by Forces, which would not join in 
any Violence upon them, without the Concur- 
rence of three neutral Kings, who had no Rea- 
£bn to be fo impatient for the fpeedy Acceffion 
of Don Carlos, as their Cat bo lick Majefties feem 
to be. 

Secondly, Neutral Garrifons would certainly, 
lie under a lefs Temptation to meddle, diretily or 
indirectly^ in Affairs of the Political, Oeconomi- 
cal and Civil Government. 

If therefore, for tbefe, or any other Reafons, 
the prefent Poffeffqrs (hould refufe Admittance to 
the Spanijh Troops ; and his Imperial Majefty, up-, 
on their Application, (hould think fit to affift 
them in it, either for juft or unjuft Reafons ; I 
leave the World to judge, whether this Treaty 
hath procured us that only good End of all our 
late tedious Negotiations, which we have fo long 
defired, and hath been fo often promifed us; I 
mean a general and lofting Peace j for if we 
muft be involved in a War ( as this Writer feems 
to prognofticate ) it matters but little with what. 
Prince it begins ; and 1 muft put him in Mind, 
that though a Peace with Spain may be more ad- 
vantageous to a Trading Nation than a Peace with 
the Emperor - 9 yet a War with the Emperor would 
be, for the fame Reafon, more burthenfome and 
ipipra&icable to a Maritime Power, than a War 
with Spain. 

1 have 
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I have heard it often ailed ged in Con ver fat ion, 
that it is not in the Power of his Imperial Majefty 
to prevent the Execution of this Treaty $ but this 
Allegation has been Efficiently confuted by the Au- 
thor of the Enquiry, who told us, that the Emperor 
alone was capable of dijinrbing it, as "well as by the 
Aflertion of the Writer before us, who fays, that 
had that Succefiion been left open, all Italy, confi- 
dering the Strength and Influence of thofe Domini- 
ons, which the. Emperor bath already got Poffeffion 
of in that Country , tnufi in all Probability havefaU 
fen into bis Hands $ or at leaft into fucb Hands, as 
muft have bad an entire Dependance on him. In 
another Place he fays, That the Emperor can be 
under no Apprehenftons of Danger on this Headjba- 
mng conftantly in the Neighbourhood of thofe Gar- 
rifons, a Number of Troops more than fufficient to 
awe and check them, Jhould they offer to exceed the 
Bounds prefcribed them. 

My Inference from this is, That if his Imperial 
Majefty hath fuch an Influence in Italy, that he 
could have pofle&'d himfelf of thefe Dntcbies^ in 
oppofition to all the Italian Princes, in cafe this 
Succefiion bad been left open; or is even ftrong 
enough to awe and check thefe Troops, when put 
in pMt&on of the fortified Towns $ he may certainly 
give a great Oppofition to their Admittance, when 
joined with the Wealth and Power of the two 
Dukes, and perhaps of fome other Italian Princes $ 
fo that it is not now the only ^ueftion, Whether 
this Variation will make that Engagement more ef- 
fectual or not. It is likewife a Queftion, Whether 
fucha Violence upon thofe Princes, as to put them 
»nd their Dominions under the Power of Spanijb 
Troops, may not fpirk up an Oppofition to it. If 
neutral Troops were to be put in Garrifon, the En- 
gagement would have been equally cffeftual ; more 

P « confident, 
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confident, perhaps, with 1iis Imperial Majefiy's 
Honour ; and, without Doubt, lefs difagreeable 
to the prefent Poffeffors. 

The Obferver advances another Argument in 
Defence ot this Variation, which he feems to think 
an undeniable Reafon for our confenting to it ; 
and that is, that it frees us from an Engagement 
we were before under ^ of paying one third Part of 
the Expence, which would have been requifite for 
maintaining neutral Garrifons in the Dutcbies of 
Tufcany and Parma. 

I am glad to fee any Appearances, in this Gen- 
tleman, of frugal Defigns $ but I doubt His may 
prove the Occafion of much more Expence$ for if 
it fhould happen to be the Cafe, that neutral 
Garrifons might have been amicably admitted j 
and that Spanifh Zroops will be oppofed, we may 
lie under a Neceffity of maintaining above feven 
times that Number of Men in Germany. 

And yet this frugal Scheme worked fo ftrongly 
upon him, thai he fays any Minifter would have 
deferved the feljereft Punifkment, who fhould have 
advifed the King to have deferred, for one Month 
only, the Accommodation of our Differences with 
the Court of Spain, for the fake of mis Alte- 
rationj though it may be the Means of invol- 
ving us in a War, inftead of procuring us a gene- 
ral and lafting Peace ; but I can eafily fee the 
Reafon which might induce a Minifter not to defer 
it, for one Month only, efpecially towards the 
Conclnfion of the Tear. 

Thus ftands the Cafe of this Variation from the 
Quadruple Alliance, with Regard to the Emperor 
and the prefent Dukes of Tufcany and Parma. 
Let us now confider how it ftands with Relation 
to Spain. 
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By this Treaty we have ftipulated not only to 
effectuate^ Introduction of Spanifli Troops^ 
but likewife to efhblifh this Succeffion and guaranty 
it, for ever, againft any Oppofition, in fucb Man- 
ner that thereby it may reft fecure and exempt from 
all Events. 

I£ therefore the Emperor , in Conjun&ion with 
the Italian Princes, or any other Powers, fhould 
think fit to oppofe it, we cannot avoid entering 
into a War with Him -and his Allies $ and if we 
Jhould happen to fail of Succefs by coercive Me- 
thods, after perhaps a great Number of expenfive 
Campaigns, the Spaniards might complain of the 
Non-execution of the Treaty, in one" of its moft im- 
portant Articles, and vacate the whole, upon plau- 
fible Allegations that however we might have at- 
tempted, we had not, according to the Tenor of 
the Treaty, effected the lntrodu&ion of Dm 
Carlos into Italy. 

It is likewife very obfervable that there is no 
Provifion in this Treaty, as there was in the %/*- , 
druple Alliance, to prevent the Conjunction of 
tbefe Dominions, upon any Contingency, with the 
Crown of Spain. 

And here, I think, I have much better Grounds 
than the Author of the Enquiry had, to aflert 
that there muft be fome fecret Treaty, befides 
That which is made pnblick ; for though it is fti- 
pulated that the Introduction of Spanijb Troops 
into Italy, for fecuring the Succeflion of Don 
Carlos, (hall be effectuated without Lofs of Time $ 
yet no Provifion is made in what Manner, and at 
wbofe Expence, they are to be carried thither. 

This is one Reafon, amonglt many others,which 
induces me to believe that there are fome fecret 
Articles not yet produced ; efpecially , fince we 
fiave lately heard Diftjndipn; made by this Gen- 

tkmafi. 
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tUman himfelf, between a publick, ostensible 
Treaty (as He phrafed it) and a private Treaty* 
kept in Referve. This puts me in mind of the* 
exoterieal and efoterical Do&rines of the antient 
Philofophers ; the former of which they propa- 
gated amongft the Vulgar, and kept the latter for 
learned Abu only, and private Converfation amongft 
themfelves. 1 am apt to believe that out modern 
State [men have built upon this Foundation, and 
borrowed their Method of Negotiating from the 
Principles of tbefe Pbofopbers^ fince upon exa- 
mining mo|l of our late Treaties, we Ihall find 
very few, which are not retrained by fonae pri- 
vote or efoterical Articles. 

Since therefore fuch liberal Gonceffions have 
been made to Spain, let us next enquire what 
Advantages are granted in Return to Great Bri- 
tain, with regard to our Trade and Pojfeffions, 
which have been under Difpute. 

Our Author tells us, That all former Treaties 
and Conventions being confirmed by the firft Arti- 
cle, we have a very full Acknowledgment, on the 
Part of Spain, of our Right to Gibraltar and the 
I/land of Minorca ; but as the Pretentious of the 
Spaniards to the former, have been founded on 
the Convention at Madrid in the Year 1721, fome 
People may be apprehenfive that they will renew 
that Claim, upon a proper Occaiion, fince this 
Convention is confirmed, as well as any other, by 
that Article. 

We rauft therefore, in fuch a Cafe, rely upon the 
feeond Article, wherein the King of Spain guaran- 
ties all his Majeftys Kingdoms, States and Domi- 
nions ; and I hope, with our Author, that Gibral- 
tar is fecured to us, under one of thefe Denomi- 
nations y beyond aU pojfibility of Doubt or Cavil; but 
I think \ may fafely accept of l\i$ pefiance, to Jhew 
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in what manner tbey could be more effe&ually fe- 
cund; which they moft undoubtedly would have 
been, either by t fpecifick Renuntiation of all 
Right and Pretenfions to them for the future ; or, 
by ufing bis own Terms, foreign Jcquifitions or 
PoJJeJJions. I mention the Term PoffeJJions, be* 
caufe our Minifters feemed to be fenfible of the 
Comprebenfivenefs of it, by inferting it in the 
SCreaty of Hanover ; and the making ufe of it in 
the Articles of Seville, would have contained a full 
Acknowledgment of our Right to t be fe Places jand 
if the Spaniards had a fincere Intention to confirm 
that Right j they would have fufFered it to be cx- 
prefied in Terms as clear as tbofe in favour of Don 
Carlos. If they were not fmcere, but had fome 
Refervej I am afraid that a different ConftruClion of 
fo important an Article will render the Peace left 
folid and lafting than the Obferver promifes, and 
every good Englijbman hath Reafon to wifli. 

The other Point, which concerns us, relates to 
the re-eftablifhment of our juft Privileges in Com- 
merce, and the Compen&tion due to our Afer- 
cbants for their Sufferings during the Rupture; 
which are left to be fettled by Commiffaries of both 
Nations* who are to aflemble at the Court of 
Spain, and to finifh their Enquiries within the 
Space of tbree Tears. 

There feems to be fome room for tbree ObjefH- 
ens upon this Head. 

Fir ft, As to the Place ^ which fome People may 
think would have been more properly fixed at 
London, where our Merchants, for whofe Relief 
this Commiffion was principally intended, could 
with much Ufs trouble and Expence have produced 
the autbentick Proofs and Vouchers for their Lof- 
fes, and reply to any Objections that may be made 
to their Demands. 

The 
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The next is with refpeft to the Condition, upon 
which this Compenfation is to be made; and that 
is, that the Ships, Merchandize and Effe&s fhall 
not have been taken or feized upon account ^/unlaw- 
ful Commerce, without fpecifying or explaining 
what fliall be deem'd unlawful Commerce ; which 
hath ever adminiftred Matter of Difpute between 
the Spaniards and the Englijh. 

The third Objeftion is to the Length of Time 
affigned to this Enquiry ; which I find fome Mer- 
chants apprehend may, in a great Meafure, invali- 
date that Stipulation j for the Spanijh Msniflers 
cannot be ignorant of the Italian Proverb, Chi 
guadagua Tempo, guadagua Toutto i He that gains 
Time, gains every Thing. 

Thefe Commiffaries are likewife to difcufs and 
decide his Catbolick Majefty's Fretenfions to the 
Rcftitution of the Ships taken in the Mediterra~ 
nean, in the Year 1 7 1 8 $ an Article, which may 
be fo caft up by Spanijh Accomptants, as to over- 
balance the Account of the Britijh Merchants, by 
feveral Hundred Tboufand Pounds. 

The Obferver tells us, That there was the lefs 
Pretence for declining this Difcuffion, becaufe we 
were fure it would, upon Examination appear, that 
it was the Fault of the Spaniards only, that tbofe 
Ships were not put into their Poffeffion-y from 
whence he would infer, that they cannot expe& 
any Satisfaction for them ; though he tells us him- 
felf, that at the Time thofe Ships were offer'd to 
be delivered at PoruMabon, they were in fuch a 
decay d Condition, that, upon the Refufal of the 
Spaniards to accept of them, they were, by the 
Order of the Governor, funk in the main Sea. It 
is therefore reafonable to prefume, that they will 
exped Reparation for them ; or why (hould they 
have indited on a Stipulation to that Purpofe? 

The 
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The Obferver farther fays, that the Spaniards 
found their Claim to this Reftitution upon the 
Treaty of 1731 $ the very fame treaty 9 upon 
which they likewife found their Pretentions to 
Gibraltar ; the very fame Treaty which we con- 
cluded privately at Madrid, whilft we were ikfe* 
diators between that Court and Vienna. 

As this Convention therefore of 1721 (which* 
perhaps, it were to be wiihed had never been 
made ) is confirmed by the firft Article of the 
frefent Treaty, I do not fee why the Spaniards 
may not infill upon the Reftitution of Gibraltar, 
by Vertue of this treaty ( if there is any fuch 
private Arikle in it, as they alledge ) as well as 
the Reftitution of Ships taken in the Mediterra* 
neon ; unlefs it be allow'd, that this Article, with 
Regard to the Cafe of Gibraltar, is derogated 
from, in the fecond Article, under the Words, 
Kingdoms, States and Dominions, which I hope 
will occafion no future Difpute. 

I had alinoft forgot to take Notice of one Ar~ 
tick, which 1 confefs I was fomewhat furprfred to 
find in the Treaty, or at leaft expre£s'd in that 
manner ; I mean the third, where it is faid, that 
the Ministers of his Britannick, and Mofi 
Cbriftian Makefiles, having pretended (as it 
is in the Original) that the Treaties of Vienna, 
between his Imperial Majefty and the King of 
Spain, contain d an Infraction of the Treaties 
43f Commerce, antecedent to the Year i^jzf > hij 
Catboltck Majefty declares, as he had before de* 
clared , That be never bad any such 
Meaning. I fay, I was fomewhat fur- 
prized to fee an Article exprefled in this 
Manner; becaufe it may be conftrued into a 
Refte&ion on the Under ft anding or Integrity of 
fomc Perfous of great Importance 5 and confider- 
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tig the Cordiality with which bis Catho- 
ick Majefty entered into this Treaty, I cannot 
doubt that he would have fuflered this Article to 
be worded in other Terms. 

Whether the Treaty, lately concluded at Se» 
ville, be juft 9 honourable and advantageous or 
not 5 1 muft leave the World to judge whether 
this Obferver hath proved it to be foj but I am 
very ready to agree with him in acknowledging 
his Majefty % Goodnefs to us, and that the Inte- 
refts of Great Britain bath the chief Place in bis 
Thoughts. 

I know very little of the Difputes between 
bis Majefty and the King of Pruffta ; but if that 
Prince hath forcibly taken away any of his Ma- 
jefty's German Subje&s, he hath certainly a juft 
Right to Reprifals $ as I think our Merchants 
had for the Ships unlawfully taken from them by 
the Spaniards. 

Neither do I know of any Britons, who now 
look upon the King of Pruffia as their Hero, 
and could not formerly prevail upon themfelves 
to treat him with common Decency ± but I re- 
member very well that fome Men, who now fet 
him forth as a weak, inconfiderable Prince, repre- 
fented him, about four Tears ago, as a very potent 
find profitable My. 

1 am as much at a Lofs as this Author, to fee 
bow it can be tbeDnty of any Englifhman to encourage 
Foreign Powers to invade the King's German Do- 
minions, and to excite the Neighbouring Prince? to 
cpprefs a People, meerly becaufe they acknowledge 
the fame Sovereign that we do. Ifcorn, as much 
as he, to reprefent that Country barren and defpi- 
cable ; though 1 cannot help thinking the Britijb 
pominions much more considerable, both to bis 
' JAwtfy &&' us, and deferving the firft Place in out 
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Thoughts. The former hath certainly the common 
Claim of all Pfotefiant Nations to our Favour and 
good Withes ; but how far we are obliged, under th» 
Name of Protection, to engage our fehes in a 
War upon that Account, I muft leave to the De- 
cifion of the Ait of Settlement \ and to that Way 
of thinking upon it ( as our Author exprefles him- 
felf ) in which the Parliament Jhatl declare them- 
felves to he. 

I cannot conclude, without taking Notice of 
the Difingenuity of this Writer, in putting Cafes 
and preffing Arguments of a very high and perfo- 
nal Nature, which cannot be anfwered without 
fuch a free Examination, as may be thought im- 
proper and difrcfpeftful. The Words of the late 
Earl of Hallifax, when Mini ft er of State, upon a 
Subje 6t of this Kind, are very candid and applica- 
ble to the prefent Occafion ; viz. That it is not 
juft to prefs an Argument, which puts another 
Man in Pain when be goes to anfwer it. 

But this hath been the conftant mean Artifice 
of our Author and his Advocates. When we offer 
to argue with them, Their Caufe is always the 
King's Caufe, and their Meafures muft be the 
King's Meafures $ which is fome times true, in 
one Senfe, as they are carried on by his 
Authority, and in his Name $ but I muft beg 
Leave to infift upon it, that Minifters, by the 
Constitution of this Nation, are anfwerable for 
all their Meafures, though tranfa&ed by the Kings 
Authority ; and that they ought to be punifhed 
for bad Treaties, though concluded under His 
Royal Sanation. 

I hope I have preferved a proper Decency of Lan- 
guage throughout thefe Sheets; but if I fhould be 
thought to have let fall fome Expreffions with too 
much Warmth, they ought to be imputed to that 
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Viruleusej of Style and Manner % with wjbidi oto 
Author hath- thought fit to treat this Stobjeif. 

When the Reader copflders how very lately the 
Sreaty and Qbfervations were published, he will 
conclude* that tbefe Zfcwgbts upon them muft be 
very fudien\ and thrown together, without any 
Order or Method. I need not therefore ask his In* 
dulger^e fjjr any l9aecur*ci$s\d£ Style* or little 
Miftakes, as to the Keafoning or /%?/, which I 
may hate unwarily ftlfen into, aftd ftall be ready 
to acknowledge upon Cfcnvi&ion. ^ "* . 

I thought fome immediate Antidote neceflary 
to expel the Poifom y which it was the Befign of 
this Pampbiet to fpread through the Kingdom. 
This was. the Occafion of my writing in fo much 
fJaJie $ and 1 make no Doubt that the fame Sub- 
je&will be foon treated by a much more <tbJe and 
mafietlf Hawk 
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